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Betty passed away peacefully on May 29th, 2012, at 
Worcestershire Royal Hospital.

Many of you will know Betty, who has raised many thousands of pounds for our group over the years, including many garden parties 
at her own Pershore home. In May 2011 Bettty Hughes MBE stood down as a Pershore Town Councillor, after 28 years, including two year years as Pershore Mayor. 

A Service of Thanksgiving will be held on Tuesday, June 12th, 
at 2 p.m. in Pershore Abbey. Family flowers only, donations for her favourite charities, cheques payable to E Hill & Son Donation Account, may be sent to Fairfield House, Pershore, WR10 1HZ.
‘Lost Voices’ and Betty Hughes’ granddaughter Naomi.     2012.06
‘Lost Voices’ - 
Providing a voice for those severely affected with myalgic encephalomyelitis
The first contributor in ‘Lost Voices’ is Betty Hughes’ granddaughter Naomi Whittingham.   Naomi told our group that it’s a tremendous book and she’s proud to be involved.  The following message from Betty was included in our group’s InforME newsletter in March 2009:

“
As president of the Worcestershire ME Support Group, ‘Lost Voices from a hidden illness’ 
is a book that reveals clearly the trauma of people and their families suffering from ME. 

I admire the efforts of each contributor to the book in what must have been an emotionally and highly demanding activity.  I sincerely hope that the profile of the book, will help a much wider audience understand not only what the illness is, but also the severe life-changing impact ME has upon the individual and the family/carers.  I hope that through the books distribution, researchers and practitioners will attract even more funding to help support the efforts of teams of people across the country, to bring a better quality of life to the many ME sufferers.

Over the past twenty years, I have felt that suffering as my granddaughter Naomi 
(who also contributed to the book) has been 'trapped' in this illness.  Her support through groups like our Worcestershire ME Support Group and the wider network of other ME sufferers, has brought her a sense at times, of there being 'light' through the 'darkness'.

I really advise you to get a copy of this book - it is excellent.

Cllr Betty Hughes MBE, Hon President”
http://worcsmegroup.weebly.com/news-archive-2009.html#LostVoices
Lost Voices from a hidden illness
Congratulations to Invest in ME for the publication of this book.
And, very many thanks to all the sufferers of severe ME - 31 lost
voices - and their families/carers, for their involvement.  
"Lost Voices" is available from the Invest in ME website. 2009.02.01
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