Betty Hughes MBE
Tributes from the  local press - 
the Evesham Observer, the Evesham Journal and Worcester News.
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Pershore remembers Betty

www.eveshamobserver.co.uk/2012/06/14/news-Pershore-remembers-Betty-42529.html 

A thanksgiving service to celebrate the life of Betty Hughes MBE was held at Pershore Abbey on Tuesday (June 12).
FRIENDS and family said their final goodbyes to Pershore's first ever woman mayor at a special thanksgiving service.

About 200 people packed into Pershore Abbey on Tuesday (June 12) to remember Betty Hughes MBE who died last month at the age of 89.

Members of the Pershore Division of St John Ambulance formed a guard of honour to remember Betty, who was president of the organisation, and there were heartfelt readings from divisional superintendent Tony Haines, her son Tom, and town mayor Charles Tucker.

Mr Tucker, who was friends with her for more than 30 years, said Betty was one of those special people who changed the place where they lived for the better.

"Her influence and caring support for people both young and old is reflected throughout the community of Pershore and villages around. She had a smile and friendship for everyone she met," he said.

"Betty will be hugely missed for her boundless energy and enthusiasm for the causes she embraced, for her generosity of spirit and for her warmth and goodwill to all the people she met and involved in these causes.

"Pershore has lost a great champion for our town but her memorial is all around us in the things she left better as a result of her work to bring unity in the community."

Betty stood down from Pershore Town Council after 28 years, including a two year stint as mayor, last May. She was the first ever woman to become Pershore Mayor when she took on the role in 1991 and said it caused quite a stir in the town when she spoke to the Observer last year following her retirement.

Outside of her council work and involvement with St John Ambulance Mrs Hughes was a key part of a number of other organisations including Worcestershire M.E. Support Group, where she was honorary president, a life member of the Friends of Pershore Abbey, president of the Avonvale Organ Club and associate member of Cherry Orchard First School governors association. She was also involved with the Friends of St Marys Church in Wick, Friends of Pershore Baptist Church and Friends of Pershore Hospital. 

She was awarded an MBE in 1999.

Worcester News, and Evesham Journal:

Tribute as former mayor Betty ‘joins God’s council’
14th June 2012
www.worcesternews.co.uk/archive/2012/06/14/001_news_latest_evesham/9760888.Tribute_as_former_mayor_Betty____joins_God___s_council___/
Friends and family pack into service for ex-mayor
14th June 2012
www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/9759251.Friends_and_family_pack_into_service_for_ex_mayor/ 

PERSHORE Abbey was packed on Tuesday as friends and family attended a memorial service for the town’s first female mayor after her death last month. 

Scores of people turned out to pay tribute to Betty Hughes, who died on May 29. She was a town councillor for 28 years as well as a governor at Cherry Orchard First School and was involved in fund-raising for causes including Cats Protection. 

The organisations she was associated with were represented in the abbey on Tuesday and a guard of honour was formed by the Pershore division of St John Ambulance, of which she was president for man years. 

Her son Tom Whittingham said: “I truly had the most wonderful mum. Mum to me reached great heights in all she did. She fostered hope among the young people. 
She said if you believe in yourself, keep your faith and anything might be possible.

“I encourage you to continue playing your part because the support of my mum will live on. The family and I have received many lovely cards. I close with this from one such of these letters, which said, Betty may you rest in peace, although I can’t help thinking you are already campaigning to join God’s council in heaven.”

A reading penned by Mrs Hughes’ granddaughter Naomi Whittingham on behalf of her three grandchildren, the others being Beth and Thomas, recalled their grandmother’s ability to talk. 

“Nanny brought so much to the lives of her grandchildren,” wrote Naomi. “We were so lucky to have her with us for so long. We love and miss her dearly.” 

Mrs Hughes received an MBE from the Queen at Buckingham Palace in 1999; an event she described as the proudest day of her life. 

Pershore Mayor Charles Tucker also spoke at the service: “Betty was one of those special people who change the place where they live for the better. Her influence and caring support for people both young and old is reflected throughout Pershore and villages around. She had a smile and friendship for everyone she met. Betty will be hugely missed.”
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